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JT JESSICA PHELPS’ HOUSE 
IN TWIN RIVER . . - —.-.-.s . 



/ OH. BRUP, I’M SO Y SO AM I, 
f HAPPi THAT WE’RE \ JESSICA.' 
GOING TO BE MARRIED JL ^4 

roDAy.' _ ~ — TtitfUri 



/ HERE’S MY WEDDING GIFT TO YOU J JESSICA, 
/ BRUP DEAR, My ENTIRE LIFE’S < yOU’RE 
f SAVINGS— TEN THOUSANP DOLLARS.') WONDER - 
YOU ASKEP ME TO GIVE IT TO you J FUL I’M 
ON OUR WEPPING DAY AND r—T — A LUCKy 
-7 HERE IT IS.' hr . - ■ j x- Tl I HOMBRE TO 

V P <*$te»V,GE T A GAL 

, V aM I jgpiMfcl LIKE y UHJ 



rj MYSTERIOUS NOTE, A THWARTED WEDDING 
AN ABDUCTION AND A HAT FLOATING DOWN 
THE RIVER J THESE ARE THE FACTS THAT 

CASSIDY KNOWS AS HE TRIES TO 
PIECE THEM TOGETHER TO FIGURE OUT THE 
ANSWER TO 



THE RIVER ROUTE RIPPLE-/ 
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WITH THIS MONEY I CAN DEVELOP 
THE OIL FIELDS I HAVE BACK IN,_x 
OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.' WE’LL J 
BE RICH, JESSICA.' 

AND IT’LL ALL BE 
BECAUSE OF YUK/ 



I RECKON IT’S TIME WE 
STARTED FOR THE 
JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE— HUH? 

WHAT’S THAT ON Ji' I 
THE FLOOR M 



) SOMEONE MUST 
HAVE SLIPPED IT 
UNDER THE DOOR. 1 
LET’S SEE WHAT, 
S ~~T IT SAYS j 



WHERE COULD 
IT HAVE COME 
FROM? r — f 



WHY, 
IT’S A 
NOTE .' 



y I DON’T CARE 
ABOUT WEALTH 
AS LONG AS > 
" WE’RE j 
TOGETHER J A 



I’D BETTER GET BACK 
TO MY HOTEL PRONTO. 



NO, BRUD, DON’T GO! THAT J 
NOTE IS SO MYSTERIOUS 
AND SINISTER.' I’M AFRAID 
• FOR YOU/jrrrr 



WHAT, 



bj^HE DISTRAUGHT BRIDE-TO-BE 
r RUSHES OVER TO SHERIFF 
HOPALONG CASSIDY’S OFFICE. 
AND AFTER SHE EXPLAINS 



)£VERAL HOURS LATER... 



I HAVE TO GO , JESSICA! AN 
HOMBRE’S LIFE IS AT STAKE.' 

I CAN’T BE SUCH A COWARO>====: 
ANP NOT DO ANYTHING. ITT' 
’BOUT IT.' WAIT HYAR Zy f-SWU 
TILL -I GET 8ACK .' X ALL RIGHT. 1 



CSOBJ BRUD’S BEEN GONE 
SEVERAL HOURS. 1 I’M AFRAID 
SOMETHING TERRIBLE HAS < 
HAPPENED TO HIM. 1 I’M NOT 
GOING TO WAIT ANY LONGER.' 
I’M GOING TO HOPALONG -<r 
>7-, n — CASSIDY. 1 ) ( 



...AND HE ^ 
HASN’T COME 
BACK YET'- 



HOTEL, 
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(GULP) MO BRUD’S^ 2 '- 
GONE.' (SOB) OH, l KNEW 
SOMETHING TERRIBLE 
WOULD HAPPEN TO HIM;’ j»£ 



Few MOMENTS LATER. 



OH,OHJ THE BOOM IS IN. A 
SHAMBLES.' IT'S OBVIOUS 

■ THERE WAS A BIG , --1 

^ FIGHT HERE.' 



THE CLERK ISN'T HERE. 
WE’LL GO RIGHT UP TO 
—1-7 HIS BOOM.' Wr- 



THAT’S WHAT 



NOW DON’T GO IMAGINING THE . 
WORST UNTIL WE FINO OUT— - 
WAIT, THERE’S THE HOTEL CLERK. 
PERHAPS HE CAN GIVE US SOME 
-a INFORMATION.' ; -—all 



X WAS GOING 
TO ASH -g? 

you,-/® 



ALL I KNOW IS THAT A COUPLE OF 
HOURS AGO X HEARD AN AWFUL . 
COMMOTION FROM HARLEY'S < 
ROOM.' I WAS GOING TO RUN UP , 
WHEN I HEARD GUNSHOTS.' I ^ 

DECIDED TO CALL YUH , 

. INSTEAD.' / 



HOPALONG.') 
I’VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR 
YUH.' BUT I SEE 
YUH’VE BEEN . 
UPSTAIRS.' > 
WHAT’S 
HAPPENED? ) s 



T WAS OUT AT ; 
PETE 'BAKER’S — 
SPREAD ON BUSINESS 
' UNTIL A LITTLE WHILE 
AGO. 1 BUT IT’S TOO J. 
BAD I WASN’T e--^ 
AROUND.' 



> you DON’T KNOW ANy 
SUCH THING.' JU5T BECAUSE 
. THERE WAS SOME 5H00T- 
*5? ING DOESN’T MEAN < 
ia \ ANYONE WAS KILLED.' 

) NOW YOU’D BETTER 
b )1g° HOME AND REST 1 



YUH WEREN’T ' 
IN YOUR OFFICE 
SO I’VE BEEN ' 
RACING ALL < 
OVER TOWN I 
TO FIND .X 
B YUH.' J k < 



I’VE BEEN TRYING ^ 
TO FINO YUH, HOPALONG.' 
’ I SAW SOME DIRTY 
WORK GOING ON J 
haa BEFORE ImA 



■v DIRTY 

Owork: 

' WHAT 

oo you 

MEAN ? 



esosj ; 

GUNSHOTS.' ^ 
. BRUD’S BEEN 
7 KILLED.' I -- 
L.KNOW IT .' J 



H0PAL0N6 CASSIDY 




NO, NEVER! (SOB) BUT \ THAT’S WHAT 
IT’S OBVIOUS HE’S THE ) IT LOONS 
HOMBRE WHO WROTE 4 LIKE RIGHT 
BRUD THE NOTE LURING A NOW, BUT 
HIM BACK TO THE HOTEL J WE’D 
SO HE COULD SHOOT V BETTER 
HIM.' AND THEN HE FIND OUT 
ROPE OFF WITH HIM.*JT FOR SURE , 
liHll HIT — gjfli FIRST.’ 



’/» FEW HOURS A60 1 SAW A WALRUS* 
MUSTACHED HOMBRE CLIMBING DOWN 
THE BACK WAV OF THE HOTEL WITH ■ 
WHAT LOOKED LIKE A BLANKET- 
COVERED BOPV! BEFORE I HADA ■ 
CHANCE TO DO ANYTHING, HE 
RODE OFF ON A BUCKBOARCV* 



(TOS; THAT 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN BRUD 4 
UNDER THE . 
BLANKET.'/ 



\ JESSICA, DID 
/ YOU EVER SEE 
HIM WITH A 
MAN WHO HAD A 
**7 WALRUS 
-4 MUSTACHE? 



< I’M GOING WITH 

THE RIVER ^ VOU, HOPALONG.' 
ROUTE, EH? 4 (SOB) BRUD ANE> 
MAY 8 E I CAN ] X WERE TO BE 
GET ON HIS J WED TODAY.' I- 1 
TRAIL.’ ,< I MUST FIND 
■ -> 7 OUT WHAT 

V. happened .'.MB 



ALL RIGHT, JESSICA .'I KNOW < 
HOW YOU FEEL .' I’LL HITCH UP 
A BUCKBOARD AND BE RIGHT 
* — : BACK.' , 



YUP'HE HEADED 
FOR THE RIVER 
Tv ROUTE . 1 



DID YOU SEE 
. IN WHAT < 
DIRECTION 
HE WENT? > 



, r /S/V’r LONG BEFORE HOP ALONG AND JESSICA 
7 ARE SPEEDING ALONG THE RIVER ROUTE 



LOOK.' THAT BUCKBOARD- 
IT SMASHED INTO THE TREE, 



IT MIGHT BE THE ONE 
"WALRUS-MUSTACHE" * 
> WAS DRIVING.' AND THE 
HORSE IS STILL THERE.' 
MAYBE WE’VE CAUGHT « 
~-r UP TO HIM .' _*?Sgm 



HE HA5 A BIG HEAD START 
ON-US, BUT I’LL TRY TO <• 
CATCH UP TO HIM IF IT’S ) 
AT- ALL POSSIBLE ! 
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; y" 'SOB, SOB) THAT MURDERER 



I DON’T SEE HIM YET.' WAIT, 



SHOT Ji MAYBE I CAN 3 
r*!*SSLC. FIND ms- BODY. 1 



THERE’S THE BLANKET; 



BRUD AND THREW HIM 
> IN THE RIVER' 
fSOS; BRUD'S 
Wr DEAD.' 'Bffi '\3 



Eeeee£K!< 

LOOK- THERE’S 
BRUP’S WEDDING 
HAT FLOATING 
DOWN THE jipS 
RIVER.rsOS) 
8RLID has Jrai 
BEEN ^PV 
DROWNED .' JSm 



TUT AFTER SEARCHING THE 
RIVER BOTTOM — 



(Sob: everything V" n 

IS GONE — MY LIFE’S 

? HUSBAND-TO-BE SAVINGS? 

AND MY LIFE’S /VT ^ 

v SAVINGS.' 



NO SIGN OF HIM.' THAT’S STRANGE.’ 
IF HIS HAT WERE FLOATING AROUND 
HERE, HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN, TOO.' 
UNLESS HE WAS CARRIED DOWN 
THE RIVER ANP WENT OVER j*~s 
THE RAPIDS _ _ 



rsOB; YES'! 2/ BUT WHY DID < 
GAVE HIM TEN ^S. YOU GIVE HIM 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ) THE MONEY < 
JUST BEFORE HE ./ BEFORE YOU 
GOT THAT NOTE 'T WERE MARRIED? 
AND WE WERE ISN’T THAT 

ON THE WAY TO *\ ( UNUSUAL ? ) 

the Justice of Jl 

THE PEACE 1 jgsJ’ 



YES, SOMETHING 7ELLS ME 
>■ THIS WHOLE THING WAS 
I A FRAUD CARRIED OUT BY 
I BRUD SO HE COULD GET 
YOUR MONEY AND BEAT IT 
^WITHOUT MARRYING YOUV 



,) PERSUADED YOU, 
/EH? JESSICA, < 
) THIS ISN’T GOING 
TO SOUND PLEAS- 
ANT TO YOU, BUT, 
’ I SMELL A 
.ROTTEN HOAX.' J 



1_^4| 








Pi V® 


o 
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C SOB) OH NO.' . 
HE WOULDN’T 
HAVE DONE THAT.' 
-r NOj NO! y— - 



DO yOU HAVE 
THE NOTE x 
THAT BAUD 
[RECEIVED? 



DO YOU HAPPEN 
/ TO HAVE WITH < 
YOU ANY LETTERS 
I FROM 0RUP? V 



ER, yES.' THIS IS THE FIRST 
LETTER HE EVER SENT, 
TO ME.' ER, X ALWAYS 
CARRY IT WITH ME ** 
FOR SENTIMENTAL Jt 
REASONS.' 



MAY I 
SEE IT, 
PLEASE 2 



THIS PROVES MY HUNCH WAS 
RIGHT.' HARLEY DOUBLE-CROSSED 
- YOU. 1 HE TOOK ELABORATE STEPS 
TO MAKE IT LOOK AS IF HE HAD «£ 
, BEEN DONE AWAY WITH SO HE M 
COULD BEAT IT WITH YOUR 
MONEY WITHOUT GOING y 
^THROUGH WITH THE r-f 
SB1 MARRIAGE.' 



, I KNOW fT HURT5, BUT YOU’RE ) 
MUCH BETTER OFF THAT YOU 
DIDN’T MARRY A LOW-DOWN 
» SKUNK LIKE THAT; AND HE WON’T 
GET AWAY WITH YOUR MONEY 
^EITHER. 1 NOW WHERE COULD 
HE HAVE GONE?HE SMASHED 
,o HI3 BUCKBOARD AND 
.THERE’S HIS 

horse ' . JEB 



JUST AS I THOUGHT.' LOOK, THE ) 
HANDWRITING IS THE SAME ON < 
BOTH' BRUD WROTE THE NOTE A 
HIMSELF.' HE MUST HAVE DROPPED J 
IT 0 W THE FLOOR WHEN YOU c==— ^ 
Ttt WEREN’T LOOKING.' 



HE WOULDN’T HAVE JUST WALKED 
AWAY— WAIT, THAT RIVER BOAT.' 
HARLEY MUST HAVE GONE TO t— 

THE LANDING UP ABOVE ✓ j 

7 AND GOTTEN ON IT? jg§ 



7AKE 7HAT BUCKBOARD AND GO HOME.' I’M 
GOING TO RIDE DOWN TO THE NEXT RIVER LANDING. 
* I’D ALMOST BET MY BOOTS HARLEY WILL BE 

t GETTING OFF THERE AND I’M GOING 

r TO GIVE HIM A WARM WELCOME .' .BSSSSSfi 
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>7 7 HE NEXT BOAT LANDING 
FURTHER DOWN THE RIVER. 



ROMEO? CGULP) *— 
HOPALONG MUST HAVE 
SEEN THROUGH MY 
WHOLE SCHEME.' <C 
I’VE GOT TO GIVE r/ 
HIM THE SUP.' , 



THAT FOOL, JESSICA, V — 

SHOULD HAVE KNOWN / I’VE BEEN 
I WAS ONLY AFTER f WRITING < 
HER MONEY ANP j-F FOR YOU, 

. WOULD NEVER S YOU CHEATING 
|Y MARRY — HUH? i ROMEO!*- 



HYAR’S WHAR I GET OFF— TEN *S 
THOUSAND DOLLARS RICHER THAN I V 
WAS THIS MORNING ! HR, I SHORE ^ 
FOOLED JESSICA AND EVERYBODY ELSE.' 
THEY'LL ALWAYS THINK THAT SOME 
‘WALRUS-MDSTACHEP 
HOMBRE"DID AWAY f TSska / J i 
WITH ME.' THEY’LL S f.TW /A 
NEVER KNOW I DID / Rf>) ff\ 

THE WHOLE THING 1 K ~xSLyM 
MYSELF.' -c 



C STOP, ) 
^ you 
CROOK i ’ 



yuh’ll never 

CATCH ME .' -r- 



THIS’LL SHOW YOU 
HOW WRONG 
•~7 YOU ARE.' 7 



Vt DOESN'T TARE THE GREAT 
™ HOPALONG LONG TO DRAG 
THE BEDRAGGLED HARLEY OUT 

OF THE RIVER J / « 9 

'GET UP, YOU 

RIYER RAT.' YOU HAVE ONE MORE 
TRIP TO MAKE— TO JAIL.' AND J 
THEN I’LL GIVE JESSICA BACK ^ 
THE TEN THOUSAND DOLLA RS -JE 
-w YOU STOLE FROM HER 



ANP THIS IS FOR THE LOW-DOWN, 
CONTEMPTIBLE TRICK YOU 
PLAYED ON JESSICA — t- 

OH, OH, I KNOCKED HIM V / 
CLEAN OFF THE BOAT. 1 / *k '< 
HE’S FALLING INTO r-^' 

THE W&TERJ /p { 



THIS IS THE SECOND TIME I’LL 0£| 
DIVING INTO THE RIVER FOR HIM 
TODAY.' BUT THIS TIME,--/-— ■■ * 
I KNOW I’LL BE . .. ic 
COMING UP Ml r i ■ 

WITH HIM.' V E 
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7 WHY, THAR'S DOC N, 
HANSEN / HE'S TEST 
THE HQMBRE X WANT 
TO SEE. - 



, My VNtF&'S FEET 
HAVE BEEN AILINt 



INHOA ! 
WHAT DO 
yUH W ANT- 
HILL BILLY? 



HEY, 

DOC.' HOLD , 
UP A SPELL.' 
HOLD UP.' 



INHAT 
IS IT? 



(PUFF) 
I'VE GOT AN 
IMPORTANT 
QUESTION TO 
ASK. YUH! 



'HER! WHAT’S 6000 
FOR HS R FALLEN 
ARCHES? Jj 



* ...WHAT'LL 
I RUB THEM 
WITH? 



ABVHtnstMtNT 




WE IRINGOUR 

I/Tj/llgive 

I HIM A - 
( *FiyiN<3 , 
\\ V block" 



'MAyBE ~ 

we can 

STOP HIM 
AT THE ^ 
CORNER!/ 



.JlAW»S^ 



' 1. THe IMPORTANT 
* *P-F"pjgip wedge 
HELPS KEEP THE 

V WEISWTOFTHE 

> BODY ON THE A •■ ' y 

( OUTSIDE OF u>^ 

V 7HENORMAL FOOT.. DECREASING 
S^BfckFOOT AND LEE MUSCLE 

Kmr~\STRAlN / INCREASING 
* ENDURANCE. V 

2. SPONfiE RUBBER. ) 
X\0=£$f*»> . CUSHION, y 



MEANS POSTURE FOUNDATION ® 



NICE GOING/ SO/S. 
yoUR SPEED HELPED 
CAPTUREA TT' 1 
[dangerous spy y < 



AND yj>U 
SAVED SOME 
IMPORTANT ' 
BLUEPRINTS 



servouR , P-F"«ANVAS N 

SHOES TODAY AND SEE 
FOR VOURSELF HOW THEY HELP: / 
...LESSEN FOOT AN& . 

y- LEG MUSCLE STRAiti 
< ... INCREASE ENDURANCE 
V ... you SO FULL SPEED . 

7 LONGER? r 



r our^-T^ 

HELPED US GO 
AT OUR BEST 



insist on "P-F’cqnvas shoes mape ONuy gy Hood Rubber and B.F. Goodrich Company 
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HEY, WHITE* WHISKER5, 
COME HYAR.' I’VE GOT A 
' GOOD T RICH FOB YUHJ 



A GOOD TRICK? 
r THAT’S WHAT 
I LIKE .' rig 






THI5 TRICK IS PRETTY 
tr DIFFICULT.' rrrtfj. 



THAT’S ALL RIGHT-' 
I LIKE THEM WHEN 
a THEY’RE HARD.' 



YEAH, I RECKON YLIH’LL BE ABLE 
TO DO IT ' YO’RE A PRETTY - 
M CLEVER HOMBRE.' F 
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•AND PUT IT ON YORE 
FOREHEAD.' THAR.' — 



THE IDEA OF THI5 TRICK 15 TO 
DROP THE COIN FROM /ORE 
FOREHEAD INTO THE FUNNEL.' 
— ? DO VIM OPINE VUH CAN 

, DOIT? r— — — **g 



SHORE, 



MOVE YORE HEAD VERY SLOWLY, 
WHITEY, OR THE COIN WILL FALL 
rar ON THE FLOOR.' ^ 



I KNOW 
' THAT.' 



f (SRRR'i SO THAT 
_ WAS VORE TRICK. 
[ yUH WISEACRE.' 



WHAT THE— 

1 I’M SOAKIf 







JJ (/ ,/y / j j 
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► PARKER WILL BE COMING 
OUT OF THE BUNKHOUSE IN 
, ft FEW MINUTES.' PLAY THE 
5ft ME TRICK ON HIM ^ 



► SAY, THAT’S ft ^ 
TERRIFIC IDEA.' OH BOY, 
. THAT’LL BE SOME 
JOKE ON HIM 



► DON'T (SET SORE, -S 
WHITEY WHISKERS, I’LL 
TELL YUH HOW TO HAVE 
SOME FUNj TOOJ r** 



■ HYAR COMES PARKER NOW. 
I’LL FILL UP THE PAIL WITH . 
WATER WHILE YUH GET HIM 
r ALL SET UPJ ^ 



THAR’S NOTHING 
• I LIKE BETTER * 
I THAN ft TRICK, 
L_ WHJTEY < 
T WHISKERS.' ) 



> HEY, PARKER, 
COME HYAR.' I’VE 
GOT ft GOOD TRICK 
— 7 FOR YUH.' r - 



WHISKERS , 



> OKAY / JUMPING . 
BUTTERBALLS, THIS 
15 GOING TO BE 
7- SOME FUN .' T" 



ii,' 




IT’S A PRETTY TOUGH 
TRICK .' I’LL BET YUH < 
ft DOLLAR YUH CAN’T ) 
- DO.LT. 1 , 



FIRST I’LL PUT THIS 
> FUNNEL HYAR. 1 __ 



NOW BEND YORE HEAD 
-j BACKWARDS.’' , 



ALL RIGHT, 
IT’S A BET.' 
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- RIGHT.' AND I’LL GIVE YUH A TIP.' “MSB 
MOVE YORE HEAO 510 WLY SO THE COIN M 
WON’T FALL OFF TOO FAST AN O 

r PROP TO THE GROUND.' , 

s — -I THANK 5, 

' V l I’LL PO THAT. 



=*• I’LL PUT THIS COIN 
ON YORE HEAD/ NOW THE 
OBJECT OF THE TRICK IS 
' TO PROP IT INTO THE >■ 
- 1 FUNNEL/ 



• AND IF I DO IT, 

I WIN THE DOLLAR' 
7 RISHT? 



^THAR/l DROPPED THE COIN INTO 
THE FUNNEL .'GIVE ME THE DOLLAR, 

> 1 WHITEY WHISKERS / 

(GULP.') I 

L05T THE BET.' \ 

BUT I DON’T 4 

SAVVY IT/ THE _ 

TRICK —HOW COME ifs,**'' 

IT DIDN’T WORK ? SBjf'A , 
i WHAT COULD HAVE .'SB 
HAPPENED TO THE < //TTffl 
WATER? l(/-4 /J%r 



HA.' HA/ WHEN HE FEELS HIMSELF * 
GETTING SOAKED, HE’LL JUMP AND. 
KNOCK THE COIN TO THE GROUND J 
AND I’LL WIN THE DOLLAR J« 
FROM HIM.' 



f HA, HA, THAT’S THE WHOLE ' 
PAIL -HUH? NOTHING’S J 
HAPPENING/ HE DIDN’T GET 
SOAKED/ BUT HOW COULD ' 
THAT BE 



H VAR’S TORE DOLLAR! 
BUT HOW — ? __ 



f HA, HA, NO WONDER PARKER'* 
' DIDN’T FEEL THE WATER/-- HE - 
HAD A HOT WATER BOTTLE -f 
. INSIDE HIS TROUSERS/ HE X 
WAS ON TO THE TRICK < 

X - ALL THE TIME/ ^ 



YUH 

MEAN- 
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“m not down THAR7 
HOFALONG BUT YUH 
ARE— AMD YUH'LL 
NEVER GET OUT 



.;‘4 rm CHASM 

OF DEATH! < 



WE CHASM OF DEATH 

HAS BEEN THE FINAL RESTING 
PLACE FOR MANY VICTIMS, AND 
NOW IT SEEMS AS IF HOFALONG 
CASSIDY, TWIN RIVER'S FAMED 
SHERIFF, IS GOING TO SUFFER 
THE SAME FATE, TOO.' 



THAT'5 A 6000 ID— W ? WHAT'S 
THAT ? IT LOOKS AS IF SOME 
OTHER HOMBRES ARE RIOfWG 
. THIS WAY ' 



(GULP) THEY'RE BANDITS 
THEY'RE COMING HVAR To 
STEAL MY GOLD. 



HHHTi HEARD TELL ’V 
I'M RIGHT \ HOW YUH STRUCK IT RICH 
HONORED, J UP HYAR, PREWETT , AND 
BLAIR IT \ AS LONG AS X WAS RlD- 
I5N'T OFTEN ING BY, X FIGURED I'D 
THAT AN J 570 P IN AND GET AN 
ASSAYER { IDEA HOW MUCH CASH I'LL 
COMES TO \ NEED WHEN YUH BRING 
THE GOLD I YOUR GOLD IN 
MINER i^-?Tpr rrs fc- -g~; — \ 
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NO THEY WON'T, ANO MAYBE THEY WON'T GET MV 
GOtO EITHER i BY THE TIME THEY GET HERE ANC 
CRACK OPEN MY SAFE , MAYBE WE CAN BE BACK 

v With hopalong 1 l1t f 



THAT'S RIGHT. WE CAN RIDE OFF THIS BACK WAY 
WITHOUT THOSE CROOKS SEEING US, LEAP ACROSS 
■THE CHASM AND RACE INTO TOWN TO CALL CASSIDYi 
IT WON'T TAKE TOO LONG l LET'S GO i 



YOH'O BETTER GO ALONE, PREWETTi 
MY HOSS WOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO 
JUMP ACROSS THAT CHASMi I'M 
too fat; /'ll go hide in some 

DEEP BRUSH \ s- 

fel f TT— TTT^ ALL RIGHT, BLAIR ^ 
\ \ • ( I RECKON THAT'S THE 

\\ V BEST thing; IT 
: WOULD TAKE TOO 

long to unhitch 

Vc ' ' 7 HOS& FROM 

H2«»eSp». T ' ;t buckboard 

anyway; now td , 



yjATER— 1 THOSE BANDITS ARE 
go BUSy TRYING TO 
OPEN THE SAFE, THEY'LL NEVER 
KNOW I’M WATCHING THEM l MAYBE 
THEY WON'T BE ABLE TO —OH, OH, 
THEY'VE CRACKED ITOPEN.'CGASPl 
LOOK AT ALL THOSE BAGS OF 
^==S.T G0L 0« ^ ^ 



H I'M NOT GOING TO LET THOSE 
VARMINTS GET AWAY WITH THAT 
FORTUNE — I WANT IT FOR 
MYSELF .' AND THAR'S NOTHING 
70 STOP ME FROM GETTING IT.’ 
EVERYTHING IS SET UP JUST 
RIGHT; THE FIRST THING TD DO 
IS DRAW MY GUN — - -- 



NOW TO CARRY OUT THE REST OF 



MY PLAN i AS SOON AS I PUT THE 
• GOLD ON MY BUCK0OARD, I'LL TAKE 
THEIR BODIES TO THE EDGE OP 

THE CHASM AND -na»g 

THROW THEM /TjW E5S 

over ; ^ 1 \ 



I HAR, THAT’S TWE END OP THEM I 
NOBODY WILL EVER KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THEM .-cT 
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(®B5THe CONNING MURDERER CWVE& 
SERENELY BACK TOWARD TOWN, HE 
MEETS TWIN RIVER'S «AME O SHERIFF, 
HOPALONG CASSIDY AND HOD PREWETT 
SPEEDING MADLY UP THE HILL.. .. 



MAYBE r CAN STILL CATCH SIGHT 
OF THEM RIDING AWAY FROM 
THE TOP OF THE OTHER CLIFF l 



HA, I COMMITTED THE PERFECT ^ 
CRIME i HOPALONS AND PREWETT 
WILL OPINE THE BANDITS BEAT IT 
WITH THE SOLD AND THEY'LL 
NEVER EVEN SUSPECT WHAT t 
DO : NOW I'LL RIDE TO TOWN 1 



HA, YUH'LL 
NEVER CATCH 
SISHT OF 
THOSE HOMB- 
RES RIOING 
fea. AWAY, • 
,«§[ HOPALONS.' 



YOU'RE TOO LATE, I'M AFEARED! THOSE 
COYOTES BROKE OPEN THE SAFE AND 
VAMOOSED BY WAY OF THE CHASM ! X 
HID UNTIL THEY BEAT IT AND THEN 
JUMPED ON MY BUCKBOARD TO LET 
YUH KNOW J 



(SIGH) X SHOULD 
HAVE KNOWN WE 
COULDN'T GET 
BACK IN TIME i 



-^THIS IS ONE CASE THE ~rq 
GREAT CASSIDY WILL NEVER 
SOLVE ! HE'LL NEVER THINKTO 
LOOK FOR THEM AT THE 1 

BOTTOM OF THE CHASM AND L_ 
AS LONG AS HE DOESN'T KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM, HE'LL 

JUST OPINE THEY MADE A 

CLEAN GETAWAY ' 

WITH THE GOLD 1 r 1 — — 



I'M AS SAFE AS A BUG IN A 
RUG—CGULP) I FORGOT 
SOMETHING I LEFT THE 
CROOKS' HORSES OUTSIDE 
Eg, THE SHACK i 




LET'S GO BACK TO PREWETT'S 
OFFICE , TOPPER i MAYBE WE 
CAN FIND SOME CLUES THERE . 



^MEANWHILE NOT A SIGHT 

■ OF THEM i X 

GUESS THEY HAD TOO MUCH OF A 
HEAD START! 



WHAT A DAN6BLASTED FOOL 
THING TO DO L WHEN HOPALONG 
SEES THOSE BANGTAILS, HE'LL 
GET WISE THAT SOMETHING'S 
PHONY BECAUSE BANDITS DON'T 
RIDE OPF WITHOUT THEIR HORSES! 
I'VE GOT'TO DO SOMETHING l 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




THAT'S RIGHT ■ 
THAR THEY 
ARE l THOSE 
CROOKS LEFT 
THEM. HVAR i , 



BUT THEY COULDN'T ’ 
HAVE GOME TOO 
FAR WITHOUT THEIR 
HORSES ! 



Wf/ATi 
WITHOUT 
THEIR 
HORSES : 



\ THAT DOESN'T, \ 
) MAKE SENSE: 

( BANDITS OOW'T 
/ MAKE THEIR GET- 
/ AWAY WITHOUT ; 
THEIR HORSES i / 



DIOYUH NO.' I'M AFRAID 

SPOT THEM; \ THEY'RE FAR OFF 
HOFALOKJG BY NOW i 




SOMETHI NG V GOSH, THAT'S 
MIGHTY PECULIAR \ RIGHT l HE 
15 GOING OKI’ DID SAY THAT! 
WAT A SECOND.' ifcsrSE— -J CT 
BUVRSAtOHE fg&r 
5A/J TnCV. /' i 

' WQE OFF -- T Sfe 



BLAIR WOULDN'T LIE TO 
US FOR NO REASON 
SOMETHING TELLS ME 
HE'S PULLED A FAST A 
ONEi /. _ 



W HUH? 
'WHAT DO 
YUH 

MEAN ? . 



THIS IS ONLY A HUNCH|PREW£TT. 
BUT X THINK BLAIR KILLED THE 
THREE BANDITS WHILE THEY 
WERE CRACKING OfEN THE SAFE, 

DISPOSED OF THEIR BODIES ✓ 

AND TOOK t — 

THE GOLD \ CGASP") HE COULD 
HIMSELF! J HAVE DONE IT.' 

HE was up hyar 
WkA by h im.se lf 

WHEN THEY r 
\ CAME ' J 



Wt HUNCH MAY BE ALL \ 
WRONG / BUT IT'S WORTH ( 
FOLLOWING UP NOW IF 
BLAIR REALLY DID DISPOSE 
OF THE BODlESi IT'S MOST 
LKSiy-HE WOUtO HAVE 
THROWN THEM DOWN ThE 
CkASM LET'S GO TAKE A 

^ ALC *> K - sz-zzm 



RIGHT, HOFMLONG i IF ^ 
THEY'RE THAR, WE'LL 
\ KNOW FOR SHORE THAT 
I BLAIR IS THE GUILTY 
L HOMBRE ' 



X CAN'T SEE ALL THE 1 
WAY TO THE BOTTOM I 
YOU'LL HAVE TO LOWER ME 
FAR ENOUGH DOWN A 
TILL I CAN ! jBaesatiA 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




iSsr-me same time 



=N THE OBSPERffTH BLAIR 
’N'T FIND ANYONE AT THE 



/ THAR'S PREWETT NOW ! HE MUST BE 
LOWERING HOFALONG INTO THE CHASM 
TO LOOK FOR THE BODIES! THIS IS MV 
CHANCE TO GET RID OF THEM ! 



ONCE HOPALONG REALIZES \ 
THOSE ARE THE BANOITS’ 
HORSES i HE'LL GET WISE TO ME ! 
THAR'S ONLV ONE THING TO DO- 
I'VE GOT TO KILL HiM, AND 
PREWETT, TOO! 



“ 1 THEY'RE NOT HYAR ] 

THEY MUST BE AT THE CHASM 
LOOKING FOR THE BODIES ! 
WELL i I'LL GO FINISH THEM 
THAR ' 



PREWETT IS SO OCCUPIED, HE DIDN'T 
HEAR ME RIDE UP . 



THAT TAKES CARE 
OF HIM J NOW TO 
PUT AN END TO f 
HOPALONG! 



. WELL, HE SOON 

WONT BE ABLE TO HEAR AGAIN ! 



m HUNCH WAS RIGHT J THERE ARE 
THE BODIES AT THE BOTTOM -HUH; 
GUNFIRE ! WHAT THE --I'M 
to. FALLING ^ gjjg 



OOOPH ! SOMEONE MUST ' 
HAVE SHOT PREWETT AND 
HE LET GO OF THE ROPE 
LUCKY THE OTHER END WAS 
ATTACHED TO THE TREE OR. 

I WOULD HAVE FALLEN CLEAR 
TO THE. BOTTOM AND BEEN 
v KILLED ! -d 



THERE'S ONIV ONE PERSON WHO WOULD HAYE SHOT 
PREWETT— -AND THAT'S BLAIR' HE MUST HAVE 
REALIZED HIS BONER ABOUT LEAVING the CROOKS' 
HORSES AND CAME BACK TO KILL US i HE’S PPOBAOLY 
RUSHING TO THE EDGE OF THE CLIFF TO FILL ME 
FULL OP LEAD, TOO .' — : 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




VUH'LL STILL DIE/ CAS&ICY i I'LL 
CUT THIS ROPE AND YUH 1 LL GO 
HURTLING TO YOUR DEATH ON , 
THE ROCKS BELOW L 



HA. THE MIGHTV HOPALONG MUST BE 
DANGLING IN MID-AIR LIKE A 
DEFENSELESS PIG l ITLL BE EASY to 
TO RIDDLE HIM FULL OF HOLES l M 



X WAS (GULP - ) HE SHOT 

WAITING FOR J MY GUN AWAY J 

you, blair: y\— — -j/z » 



HE DIED THE DEATH HE PLANNED FOR. 
ME - -AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CHASM 
ALONGSIDE THE BODIES OF HIS THREE 
OTHER VICTIMS i , ^ 



OOPS, I'M SLIPPING L ('GULP') 
I'M GOING OVER THE EDGE . 

te HELP! ! 



HE'S FALLING * 
DOWN INTO THE 
—r . CHASM ' r - 



A SHORT TIME, THE AGILE 



P/UH NOT ONLY \ 

\ SAVED MY 
\ LIFE, BUT YUH 
J I SAVED MY 
/GOLD, TOO 
YOU'RE THE 
GREATEST HOMBRE 
IN THE WEST, 
.HOPALONG i A 



I'VE GOT TO CLIMB OUT OF HERE AS 
FAST AS I CAN AND SEE IF PREWETT 
IS STILL ALIVE l /- — - 



10PALQNG (S OUT OF THE CHASM. 



--AND I FOUND 
ALL THE GOLD IN 
BLAIR'S BUCK- y 
IBOARP '4 M 



HE IS ALIVE ( BUT HE’S IN A 
BAD WAY. 1 THERE'S ONLY ONE 
CHANCE TO SAVE HIS LIFE AND 
THAT'S TO RUSH HIM TO A -X 
DOCTOR: -gjfa. 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




(SIGH) Z FEEL 
-7 LIKE TWO 
^~r CENTS ' 



WHAT’S THE 
• MATTER, < 
SIMMONS? 



f THERE’S SILLY SIMMONS PRETENDING 1 
TO BE BROODING AGAIN TO GET MT > 

. SYMPATHY.' I’LL DISCOURAGE THAT jr' 
IN A HURRY.’ 



\mrmm£Tic!\ 



>ms is serious/ 2 — y ou* 

PISTOL PACKING PATTIE >> DON’T 
- Z*M WORRIED RBOUTJ HRVE TO 
w GETTING AHEAD/ r< WORRY 
* — 11— r - _ — Rffoor 

U C GETTING 

v _ |& £ AHEAD— 



— YOU’RE DOING ALL 
RIGHT WITHOUT ' ^ 

- — i <?/y£.' r / 



WELL, EVERYTHING IS 
HIGHER THESE DAYS' 







HERE THEY ARE, PALSf ^ 
THE WINNERS OF 
HOPALONG CASSIDY'S 
TRAIL. TWISTER CONTEST No. 1 



First Prize of $1 0 To . . . 

LEAMON S. MORAN, WILLSBORO, N. Y. 
Second Prize of $5 To . . . CHARLES REGENOLD, R.R. #2, CHENOA, ILL. 

Third Prize of $3 To BILLY JOHNSTON, 195 E. 12th St., IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 



Fourth To Tenth Prizes 



DEWEY H. WRATtEM 
7 School Street 
CHADWICKS, N. V. 



MARIE HUMPHREYS 
Rl. 14 Houser Rd. 
KNOXVILLE, TENN. 



ALFRED BOURGET 
136 Oakdale Ave. 
MANCHESTER, N. H. 



FRANKLIN DOWIS 
1 101 Proctor 5*. 
BALTIMORE; MD. 



EDMUND LEE 
1 1 Capitol St. 
SAUNAS. CALIF. 



THOMAS GOULART 
43 Taylor St. 
GLOUCESTER, MASS. 



WATCH FOR THE WINNERS OF HOPALONG CASSIDY'S TRAIL TWISTER CONTEST No. 2 IN NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE! 





check the ipeed . . . point the woy 

venture! "Cadet" it tturdy. bulldog 
tough. Built to take it I Ea»y to in- 
•toll. Atk lor it — by name — at your 
bicycle thop or department ttore. 



rttP* 



SHOW* 



MUiS-' 



M/ltS- 



t/\l . . CQ(//7fe/ff. . . & 

terrific features 

Sturdy, thack-proof mechoniim. 
Weotherproef cate. 

eaty-to-read dial, 

'eep-action pointer. 



ARNER BIKE SPEEDOMETERS 

"It's fun to Know How Fast , How For You Co" 

STEWART -WARNER CORP., TS40 OWortey Pkwy., Chicago 1*. HI. 





EASY! Just send *P 
«/58» aill! a Star-Kist Tana 
^^labeffor each LOOM 



Star-Kist Tubs, Dept f 
278, HeflywMtd 1\ Calif. 

Please send tae_-.„„LOONAS, I enclose *132 end a 



NOT SOLD IN 

Similar Joys cost ’2 s or more! 



City Zone State 

Offer void wherever taxed or restricted. Expires SepL 30, 1952 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 

HE SHOT IN TIIE, SIIACK / & 





By Westbrook Wilson 



B UCKY STONE had been in the saddle 
for three days and his meagre food sup- 
ply was exhausted. He was headed for the 
Broken Y Ranch, just beyond Arrowhead, 
where he figured his old friend, Jake Smithers, 
would hire him on, at least for the roundup. 
But that would mean half-a-day more of riding 
and he was hungry right now. 

A thin spiral of smoke off to the southwest 
caught his eye and he kneed Old Blackie 
gently in that direction. The sure-footed mus- 
tang clattered down the rocky slope toward 
a dry river bed, cross.ed, and mounted the bank 
on the other side. At the summit, Bucky could 
see the source of the smoke, the rickety chim- 
ney of a weather-beaten line shack. 

“Reckon somebody’s at least got coffee on to 
boil, and they don’t have to send me an en- 
graved invitation," thought Bucky, smacking 
his lips. 

Inside the shack two men were arguing and 
their voices grew louder as the heat of the 
debate increased. One, about thirty year's old, 
slender and hawk-faced with a great mop of 
untidy jet black hair was sprawled on the 
wooden bunk, rolling a cigarette. The other, 
perhaps twenty years older, gray-haired and 
heavy set, was pacing the packed earth floor. 
He spoke: “Blast it all, Ned, I thought up 
the whole thing and' I’m entitled to the lion’s 
shar£ After all, it was my bank that we 
robbed !” 

“Blast it yourself, you old faker!” responded 
Ned. “We agreed to split fifty-fifty and that's 
how \^e split! Unless you want me to gun 
you down and take all of it!” 

The' older man's hand flecked at his holster. 
“Don’t you go threatening me, you whipper- 
snapper! I haven’t forgotten how to draw and 
shoot !” 

“I’m not threatening. I’m just telling you! 
I took all the chances pulling off the fake 
robbery so you could steal your depocltors' 



money. If I’d been caught you’d have sworn 
up and down you didn’t have anything to do 
with it and all the saps would’ve believed you. 
I’d be the one that’d end up behind bars.” 

“You took no chances;” thundered the bank- 
er. “It was my brains «that arranged the fool- 
proof setup. I left the safe open for you. I 
saw that the coast was clear before I signalled 
you to come in. I let you tie me up without 
any resistance. Your job was easy as pie!” 
“You’re a liar!" snapped Ned. 

“You’re another!” bellowed the banker, ham- 
mering his fist so hard on the table that the 
coffee cups jumped. 

The two men had been yelling so loud they 
had failed to hear the hoofbeats of the ap^T 
proaching horse. Banker Greentree happened 
to glance through the grimy window and saw 
a face peering in. Without hesitation he flipped 
out his gun and fired through the glass. He 
hadn't lied about being fast on the draw, any- 
way. 

As the explosive “crack!” mingled with the 
crash of broken glass, Ned leaped from the 
bunk and yelled, “Who was it?” 

“I don't know,” said the banker. “A stranger.” 
“Then why . . . ?” 

"Use your head, man. He must’ve heard us 
talking about the bank robbery. If he lives to 
get the sheriff, he can put us both behind 
bars for twenty years. Come on!” 

Perhaps the dirty window had hurt Green- 
tree’s aim. In any case, the slug has missed 
Bucky Stone, flying harmlessly past his ear. 
And Bucky wasn’t waiting around for more. 
He had sped away from that line shack with 
all possible haste. By the time Ned and Green- 
tree rushed out and mounted, he was nearly 
out of pistol range. * 

They gave chase, firing as they rode. Bucky 
turned and emptied his six-gun at the pur- 
suers, not with any idea of hitting them, but 
(Please turn to next pa</c ) 



